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INTRODUCTION

1. Environment is the surroundings in which a person, animal,or plant exists.
2. Our environment can be classified into two categories—natural and human environment.
3. NATURALENVIRONMENT comprises physical and biological elements of the earth.
4. Physical environment includes non-living. or abiotic components,such as land,air, and water
5. Biological environment includes living or biotic components such as humans, plants,animals,
6. and microbial organisms.
7. They together make up the following four domains or realms of the earth—
i. Lithosphere (or land) - The uppermost solid layer of the earth is called the lithosphere.It consists of rock
material and soil.The lithosphere is important to us because it consists of rocks and minerals which are
useful to us. It also provides land for building houses, roads, factories, and soil for agriculture.
ii. Hydrosphere (or water) - Water on earth is found in all the three forms-solid (glaciers), liquid (water
bodies and underground water), and gas (water vapour in the atmosphere). They constitute the hydrosphere.
iii. Atmosphere (or air) - The mixture of gases that surrounds the earth is called the atmosphere. The most
abundant gases found in the atmosphere are nitrogen (seventy-eight per cent) and oxygen (twenty-one
percent).
iv. Biosphere (or living organisms)- The narrow zone where the lithosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere
meet and interact is called the biosphere.
8. The relationship between living organisms and the relationship of living organisms with their

surroundings is referred to as an ecosystem.
9. Plants and animals are dependent on each other. Plants depend on animals for pollination while animals

depend on plants for food and oxygen.
10. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT is formed by humans themselves. It includes their creations, activities,

and other conditions such as social, economic, and political in which they live. Early humans used to
live in the natural environment and had adapted themselves to their surroundings. They led simple lives
and their needs were limited. With the passage of time, the needs of humans increased, and in order to
fulfil their needs, they started practising various activities like farming, grazing, mining, and
construction. Through these activities, humans have exploited and misused the environment to such an
extent that they have disturbed the natural balance of the environment. Many species of animals and
birds have become extinct due to deforestation and hunting.



Question andAnswers

D. Answer the questions in brief.

Q1. What does the word ‘environment’mean ?
Ans : i. The word ‘environment’ comes from the French word environer that means ‘to surround’.
ii. Therefore, the environment means everything, such as human beings, plants, animals,land,water,and air,
which surround us.

Q2. What is natural environment ?
Ans :Natural environment comprises physical and biological elements of the earth.
i. Physical environment includes non-living (or abiotic) components, such as land, air, and water.
ii. Biological environment includes living (or biotic) components, such as humans, plants, animals, and
microbial organisms.

Q3. What is biosphere ?
Ans : i. The narrow zone where the lithosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere meet and interact is called the
biosphere.
ii. The word biosphere comes from the Greek word bios, meaning life, and he Latin word sphaera, meaning
total range.

Q4. Why is lithosphere important ?
Ans : The lithosphere is important to us because of the following reasons-
i. It consists of rocks and minerals which are useful to us.
ii. It also provides land for building houses, roads, factories, and soil for agriculture.

Q5. What is the importance of atmosphere ?
Ans : The atmosphere is important to us because it contains:
i. Nitrogen which is essential to maintain the fertility of soil.
ii. Oxygen which is necessary for the survival of human beings.
iii.Carbon dioxide which is necessary for the survival of plants.
iv. Ozone which protects us from the ultraviolet rays of the sun.

__________________________________________________________________________________



E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q1. Describe the domains of the earth in one or two sentences.
Ans : i. Lithosphere: The uppermost solid layer of the earth is called the lithosphere. It consists of rock
materials and soil.
ii. Hydrosphere: Water on earth is found in all the three forms—solid (glaciers), liquid (water bodies and
underground water), and gas (water vapour in the atmosphere). They constitute the hydrosphere.
iii. Atmosphere: The mixture of gases that surrounds the earth is called the atmosphere.

Q2. What do you understand by human environment ?
Ans: i.Human environment is formed by humans themselves. It includes their creations, activities, and other
conditions such as social, economic, and political in which they live.
ii.Early humans used to live in the natural environment and had adapted themselves to their surroundings.
iii.They led simple lives and their needs were limited. With the passage of time, the needs of humans
increased, and in order to fulfil their needs, they started practising various activities like farming, grazing,
mining, and construction.
iv.Through these activities, humans have exploited and misused the environment to such an extent that they
have disturbed the natural balance of the environment.

Q3. How do plants and animals depend on each other ?
Ans: Plants and animals depend on each other for many things such as food and shelter.
i. Plants make their own food by photosynthesis.They are consumed by animals as a food because animals
cannot make their own food.
ii. Plants release oxygen which is used by living being for breathing. In return, animals release CO2 in the air
which is used by plants to make food during photosynthesis.
iii. Plants provide shelter to animals such as monkey and birds.
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